




TAM Airlines is Brazil’s Largest airline. It has 
been growing aggressively and acquiring 
experienced business travelers. Its 
recently redesigned first class cabin is one 
of the most luxurious cabins in the sky. 
Meanwhile, it also attempts to capture 
Brazil’s large emerging middle class in which 
many customers are flying for the first time. 
These seemingly inconsistent strategies 
are explained by the country’s long history 
of LARGE SOCIAL STRATIFICATION. Because of 
this, TAM NEEDS TO PRESENT TO ITS CUSTOMERS 
SOMETHING THAT EVERYONE CAN EASILY 
RELATE TO. Despite the problems at hand, 
Brazilians share an attitude that somehow 
they will rise above their problems. 
BRAZIL’S OPTIMISTIC AND VIBRANT SPIRIT IS MY 
INSPIRATION for TAM’s presence at Sea-Tac.

Brazil’s vibrant attitude is exemplified at the annual Carnival. It is not just a big party, 
but rather It gives some Brazilians a chance to be someone else.

The poor and rich often live a highway away
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SELF-SERVICE STATION

is peeled off from the 
floor revealing Brazil’s 
vibrancy

FULL-SERVICE COUNTER

emerges from the 
colorful ceiling, 
bringing Brazil’s 
vibrancy to the level 
where interaction 
happens

PIXELATED IMAGES 
OF BRAZIL

resemble memory and 
allow imagination. If 
you have not been to 
Brazil, you are about 
to create a memory of 
your own

CHECK IN AT SEATAC

REVEAL 
vibrancy as the casework is 
peeled off from the surface

SHIFT
inspired by Samba, Brazil’s 
national dance, shifting one’s 
body weight from foot to foot

In order to experience vibrancy, CONTRAST is needed. 
Keeping the background neutral, vibrancy is revealed.



IPAD RENTAL KIOSK

PHONE BOOTH

QUIET ROOM 

features 
semi-private 
partition and 
recliner seats, 
giving travelers 
a taste of 
business class 

are peeled off 
from the floor 
reveals the 
vibrant spirit of 
Brazilallows for the 

downloading of 
content before 
boarding for 
your in-flight 
entertainment

provides a quiet 
atmosphere to 
hop in for a quick 
phone call 

WORK TABLES

FOCUS

GATE AREA AT SEATAC



SNACK BAR
provides food 
and beverages 
before you 
board

is peeled off 
from the floor 
revealing the 
vibrant spirit of 
Brazil

BAR TABLE

action

LOUNGE SEATING
includes comfortable 
sofas and oversized
ottomans for 
socializing

reacts to your motion, 
revealing Brazil’s vibrancy 
as you board the plane

DIGITAL DISPLAY

GATE AREA AT SEATAC



Maximize daylight penetration

Only half of the existing building receives daylight

Push and pull the conventional floor plates

common

common

pod

pod

pod

Relativity, M.C. Escher 1953

Sky and Water I, M.C. Escher 1938

By changing the floor plates, the relationship between 
floor and ceiling is activated. Just like the birds and 
fish in M. C. Escher’s Sky and Water I, the common 
area and the pod (classroom) need each other to 
exist, to define each other. 

Between the ages of 0 and 6, only the 
SUBCONSCIOUS MIND is being developed in 
which neurological development resides at 
a lower electroencephalography level called 
Theta that CORRELATES DIRECTLY TO ONE’S 
IMAGINATION. Children often interpret the 
world of imaginary and real as one in the 
same, allowing the lines to blur between 
fact and fiction. Their imagination can be 
seen through creative play as they redefine 
an object, much like viewing a broom as a 
horse, or a blanket as a cape. 

Inspired by the works of M. C. Escher and 
his skillful illustration of subconsciousness, I 
INTEND TO CREATE A STIMULATING ENVIRONMENT 
THAT SPARKS CHILDREN’S IMAGINATIONS. 

common



A set of large stairs forms a common 
area for group activities and assembly. 

A life size chalkboard horse 
adds whimsy and becomes 
the iconic image of this 
childcare center. 

Same 
design, different 

scale. Large scale for 
sofa, small scale as booster 

seat on stairs (for 
the adults)

Stairs 
in the 
director’s 
office serve 

as seats for causal 
meeting as well as file 

cabinets

Staff lounge shares the same 
stair seating as the common area

SECOND FLOOR PLAN

FIRST FLOOR PLAN
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CHILDREN TEND TO LOOK UP MORE THAN ADULTS. In this child care center, the 
CEILINGS ARE AS STIMULATING AS THE FLOOR LEVEL allowing flowers (lights) to 
grow out from the grass ceiling and an art studio to hang upside down.

UPSIDE DOWN 
ART STUDIO
suggests an 
otherworldly   
dimension

GLOWING 
BATHROOM
makes trips to 
the bathroom a 
fun experience

MAGNETIC 
CHALKBOARD WALL
not only displays 
children’s art, 
it showcases 
their impromptu 
drawings

GRASS CEILING
covered with 
turf juxtaposes  
sky and earth 
befitting of an 
upside down 
world 

FLORAL LIGHT 
FIXTURE
complements 
an earthy ceiling 
and reinforces 
a “growing” 
atmosphere

This conceptual model represents the 
material palette, and expresses the 
idea of perspective paradox. 



A diamond shape resembles the 
leaning body in balancing.

I was drawn to the rawness 
of used PVC pipes. 

Inspired by the PVC pipes, I 
explored the modular concept.

The pipes are components to which 
one builds as one desires, signifying 
the lack of rules in skateboarding. 
It’s all about expressing one’s own 
creativity. 

What differentiates Thrasher Magazine 
from other skateboarding magazines is 
its “TELL IT AS IT IS” attitude. It doesn’t try 
to glamorize skateboarding nor to put a 
positive spin on the activity. MY INTENT IS TO 
EXPLORE THE RAWNESS OF THRASHER’S ATTITUDE 
in its flagship store in Seattle. 



CONTINUOUS VIDEO 
STREAMING
projects energy and allures 
a passerby to come in. This 
slanted wall appears to be 
peeled off from the 2nd 
floor and folds down

REPAIR & LOUNGE
provides 
refreshments and 
causal seating for 
reading current 
or selected back 
issues of Thrasher 
magazines TRY OUT

the awesome 
skateboard you have 
been eyeing

CUSTOMER SERVICE
for magazine 
subscriptions, back 
issue ordering, and 
online order pickup



The presentation of the drawings is equally raw. 
They are portrayed on used drawing boards and 
newsprint paper. 

SMART WAYFINDING  
is made easy as the floor 
extends to the sidewalk, 
highlighting the entrance

Materials: Plywood and Steel Custom Furniture expresses the same design intent



Tension is shown through the use of horizontal planes contributing 
to the vertical composure, leaving one feeling uncomfortably 
comfortable. The layering execution shows the continuous desire in 
indulgence. 

INDULGENCE IS A GUILTY PLEASURE. Like 
most guilty pleasures, one finds oneself 
struggling with the tension of something 
they should not pursue but simply cannot 
resist, which ultimately keeps them wanting 
more. MY INTENT IS TO EXPLORE THE TENSION 
FOUND IN INDULGENCE in this cupcake shop. 

The Site



GRADATION OF COLORS on the 
underside of the horizontal 
panes

LED LIGHTS 
on the topside of the horizontal 
planes to highlight the color

NORTH ELEVATION

SECTION A

ADA Compliant including employee areas

 

EXTERIOR BECOMES INTERIOR: bar 
counter and banquette



The bus shelter being redesigned is located 
at Bellevue College and is surrounded by 
‘boxy’ buildings on campus. THE OVERALL 
RECTANGULAR SHAPE IS TO BE IN HARMONY 
WITH THE ENVIRONMENT YET THE IRREGULAR 
HONEYCOMB PATTERN SETS IT APART. The 
structure looks like it has been broken 
through at one corner signifying the 
PROGRESSIVENESS of a college environment.

DIGITAL BUS TRACKER
shows bus routes and real-
time arrival updates

LED LIGHTS
highlight the 
structure at night
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Living in a small space doesn’t mean 
sacrificing comfort and luxury. My client 
was a young professional who desired a 
ROMANTIC and FEMININE space. Despite the 
small size, I successfully created 4 distinct 
areas for living, dining, working, and sleeping 
in this 500sf condo with a number of CUSTOM 
CASEGOODS: bathroom vanity and headboard.

A custom 
headboard 
draws our 
eyes up to 
the ceiling, 
avoiding 
the visual 
comparison 
between the 
‘puffy and 
comfy’ bed 
to the small 
settee. 
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pencil and ink

watercolor mixed media: ink and site brochurephotography: study of details 

As part of a study abroad program, I visited 
over 40 sites in HELSINKI, STOCKHOLM, and 
COPENHAGEN. While each city is unique, they 
shared similar design principles: functional 
and humanistic with a touch of grace. 

pencil and watercolor



Having a good design is only part of the 
equation. BEING ABLE TO ILLUSTRATE IT SO 
CLIENTS CAN VISUALIZE IT AND FEEL IT IS EQUALLY 
IMPORTANT.  It can be a concept board, quick 
sketches, rendering, and/or formal design 
boards. The options are limitless.

rendering: markers



concept board “Glamor”, mixed media: print and fabric

design board

rendering: markers material board

NKBA 
Student 
Competition 
2011

BEST 
KITCHEN 
DESIGN

WINNER



BOOK DESIGN

This box set of 4 mini books is designed to 
grab everyone’s attention.  The accordion-
style books feature two designs. ONE DESIGN 
ALLOWS PAGE FLIPPING IN ONE DIRECTION 
WHILE THE OTHER FEATURES MULTI-DIRECTIONAL 
FLIPPING. Furthermore, when you reach the 
end of the book, simply flip it over and start 
reading again. This double sided feature 
gives you the TRUE EXPERIENCE OF READING A 
BOOK FRONT TO BACK AND BACK TO FRONT! Each book is made by using a SINGLE SHEET of 8 1/2” X 11” paper


